
 
 

 

 
Fondazione per la Ricerca Farmacologica Gianni Benzi Onlus 

Registered Office: Via Abate Eustasio 30, 70010 Valenzano, BA – Operative and Administrative Office: Via Putignani 133, 70122 Bari, BA 
 Taxpayer’s Code IT93347800729 – VAT IT06780820723 - www.benzifoundation.org 

Tel.: +39 080.2052499 – info@benzifoundation.org 

COVID-19 authorised vaccines 

The Human Medicines Committee (CHMP) at EMA assessed the use of the following 
vaccines against COVID-19 

 

Vaccine Description Status Target 
population   

Date of 
approval 

Agreed PIP  More information 

Nuvaxovid 
(also 
known as 
NVX-
CoV2373) 

Nuvaxovid contains a version of the 
spike protein that has been produced 
in the laboratory. It also contains an 
‘adjuvant’, a substance to help 
strengthen the immune responses to 
the vaccine. When a person is given 
the vaccine, their immune system will 
identify the protein in the vaccine as 
foreign and produce antibodies and T 
cells against it. If the vaccinated person 
comes into contact with SARS-CoV-2 
virus, the immune system will 
recognise the spike protein on the 
virus and be prepared to attack it.  

Positive CHMP 
opinion 
recommending 
conditional 
marketing 
authorisation, 
granted by the 
European 
Commission 

People aged 
from 18 years 
and older 

December 
2021 

EMEA-
002941-
PIP01-20 

• https://www.ema.eur

opa.eu/en/news/ema

-recommends-

nuvaxovid-

authorisation-eu 

• https://ec.europa.eu/

commission/presscor

ner/detail/en/ip_21_6

966  

http://www.benzifoundation.org/
mailto:info@benzifoundation.org
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/medicines/human/paediatric-investigation-plans/emea-002941-pip01-20
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/medicines/human/paediatric-investigation-plans/emea-002941-pip01-20
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/medicines/human/paediatric-investigation-plans/emea-002941-pip01-20
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-nuvaxovid-authorisation-eu
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-nuvaxovid-authorisation-eu
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-nuvaxovid-authorisation-eu
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-nuvaxovid-authorisation-eu
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-nuvaxovid-authorisation-eu
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_6966
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_6966
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_6966
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_6966
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COVID-19 
Vaccine 
Janssen 
Ad26.COV2.
S 

Ad26.COV2.S contains genetic 
instructions for the spike protein 
which is present on the surface of 
SARS-CoV-2 coronavirus. When a 
person is given the vaccine, their cells 
will read the genetic instructions and 
produce the spike protein. The 
immune system will then treat this 
protein as foreign and produce 
antibodies and T cells against it 

Positive CHMP 
opinion 
recommending 
conditional 
marketing 
authorisation, 
granted by the 
European 
Commission 

People aged 
from 18 years 
and older 

March 2021 EMEA-002880-
PIP01-20 

• https://www.ema.eur

opa.eu/en/news/ema

-recommends-covid-

19-vaccine-janssen-

authorisation-eu 

• https://ec.europa.eu/

commission/presscor

ner/detail/en/ip_21_1

085  

Vaxzevria 
(previously 
COVID-19 
Vaccine 
AstraZenec
a) 

Vaxzevria is made up of another virus 
(adenovirus) that was modified to 
contain the gene coding the spike 
protein. The vaccine delivers the SARS-
CoV-2 gene into cells that will use the 
gene to produce the spike protein. The 
immune system will treat this protein 
as foreign and produce antibodies and 
T cells against it. If, later on, the person 
comes into contact with SARS-CoV-2 
virus, their immune system will 
recognise it and be ready to defend the 
body against it. The adenovirus in the 

Positive CHMP 
opinion 
recommending 
conditional 
marketing 
authorisation, 
granted by the 
European 
Commission 

People aged 
from 18 years 
and older 

January 
2021 

EMEA-002862-
PIP01-20 

• https://www.ema.eur

opa.eu/en/news/ema

-recommends-covid-

19-vaccine-

astrazeneca-

authorisation-euù 

• https://ec.europa.eu/

commission/presscor

ner/detail/en/ip_21_3

06    

http://www.benzifoundation.org/
mailto:info@benzifoundation.org
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/medicines/human/paediatric-investigation-plans/emea-002880-pip01-20
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/medicines/human/paediatric-investigation-plans/emea-002880-pip01-20
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-covid-19-vaccine-janssen-authorisation-eu
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-covid-19-vaccine-janssen-authorisation-eu
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-covid-19-vaccine-janssen-authorisation-eu
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-covid-19-vaccine-janssen-authorisation-eu
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-covid-19-vaccine-janssen-authorisation-eu
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1085
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1085
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1085
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_1085
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/medicines/human/paediatric-investigation-plans/emea-002862-pip01-20
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/medicines/human/paediatric-investigation-plans/emea-002862-pip01-20
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca-authorisation-euù
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca-authorisation-euù
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca-authorisation-euù
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca-authorisation-euù
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca-authorisation-euù
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-covid-19-vaccine-astrazeneca-authorisation-euù
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_306
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_306
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_306
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_306
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vaccine cannot reproduce and does 
not cause disease 

Spikevax 
(previously 
COVID-19 
Vaccine 
Moderna) 

Spikevax contains a molecule called 
messenger RNA (mRNA) which has 
instructions for making the spike 
protein. This is a protein on the surface 
of the SARS-CoV-2 virus which the 
virus needs to enter the human cells. 
When a person is given the vaccine, 
the cells will read the mRNA 
instructions and temporarily produce 
the spike protein. The person’s 
immune system will then recognise 
this protein as foreign and produce 
antibodies and T cells to attack it. If, 
later on, the person comes into 
contact with the virus, their immune 
system will recognise it and be ready 
to defend the body against it. The 
mRNA from the vaccine is broken 
down shortly after vaccination 

• Positive CHMP 

opinion 

recommending 

conditional 

marketing 

authorisation, 

granted by the 

European 

Commission 

• Extension of 

indication for to 

include use in 

children aged 

12 to 15 (July 

2021) 

People aged 
from 12 years 
and older 

January 
2021 

EMEA-002893- 
PIP01-20 

• https://www.ema.eur

opa.eu/en/news/ema

-recommends-covid-

19-vaccine-moderna-

authorisation-eu 

• https://ec.europa.eu/

commission/presscor

ner/detail/en/ip_21_3 

• https://www.ema.eur

opa.eu/en/news/covi

d-19-vaccine-

spikevax-approved-

children-aged-12-17-

eu  

 

Comirnaty Comirnaty contains the genetic 
material (mRNA) encoding for the 

• Positive CHMP 

opinion 

People aged 12 
years and older 

December 
2020 

EMEA-002861-
PIP02-20 

• https://www.ema.eur

opa.eu/en/news/ema

http://www.benzifoundation.org/
mailto:info@benzifoundation.org
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/medicines/human/paediatric-investigation-plans/emea-002893-pip01-20
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/medicines/human/paediatric-investigation-plans/emea-002893-pip01-20
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-covid-19-vaccine-moderna-authorisation-eu
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-covid-19-vaccine-moderna-authorisation-eu
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-covid-19-vaccine-moderna-authorisation-eu
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-covid-19-vaccine-moderna-authorisation-eu
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-covid-19-vaccine-moderna-authorisation-eu
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_3
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/covid-19-vaccine-spikevax-approved-children-aged-12-17-eu
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/covid-19-vaccine-spikevax-approved-children-aged-12-17-eu
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/covid-19-vaccine-spikevax-approved-children-aged-12-17-eu
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/covid-19-vaccine-spikevax-approved-children-aged-12-17-eu
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/covid-19-vaccine-spikevax-approved-children-aged-12-17-eu
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/covid-19-vaccine-spikevax-approved-children-aged-12-17-eu
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/medicines/human/paediatric-investigation-plans/emea-002861-pip02-20
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/medicines/human/paediatric-investigation-plans/emea-002861-pip02-20
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-first-covid-19-vaccine-authorisation-eu
https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/ema-recommends-first-covid-19-vaccine-authorisation-eu
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spike protein and it is covered in small 
lipid particles that prevent the mRNA 
from being degraded. The human cells 
will read the genetic material and 
temporarily produce the spike protein. 
The immune system will then treat this 
protein as foreign and produce 
antibodies and T cells against it. The 
mRNA from the vaccine is broken 
down shortly after vaccination. If, later 
on, the person comes into contact with 
SARS-CoV-2 virus, the immune system 
will recognise it and be ready to 
defend the body against it 

recommending 

conditional 

marketing 

authorisation, 

granted by the 

European 

Commission 

• Extension of 

indication for to 

include use in 

children aged 

12 to 15 (May 

2021) 

-recommends-first-

covid-19-vaccine-

authorisation-eu  

• https://ec.europa.eu/

commission/presscor

ner/detail/en/IP_20_2

466  

• https://www.ema.eur

opa.eu/en/news/first-

covid-19-vaccine-

approved-children-

aged-12-15-eu  
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